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SUBJECT: JAPAN-ROK MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE 

REF: SEOUL 7851 

SUMMARY: JAPANESE ASSESS POSITIVELY RESULTS OF 10TH 
MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE IN SEOUL. EXCHANGES ON SIGNIFICANCE 
OF PFT FOR FUTURE JAPANESE POLICY TOWARD PENINSULA WERE 
THOUGHT TO BE USEFUL, AND RESULTING COMMUNIQUE LANGUAGE 
WAS QUITE SATISFACTORY FROM GOJ POINT OF VIIW. ON TAKESHIMA/ 

TOKTO. IT WAS AGREED WORKING LEVEL DISCUSSIONS WOULD BE 
HELD TO ADDRESS FISHERIES PROBLEMS IN THE AREA. ECONOMIC 
SUBJECTS WERE MINOR ASPECT OF TALKS BUT HIGHLIGHTED TRADE 
IMBALANCE AND PROSPECTIVE DECRIASE IN JAPANESE AID TO 
RAPIDLY ADVANCING ROK ECONOMY. END SUMMARY 

1 . JAPANESE, TOO. WERE PLEASED WITH RESULTS OF 10TH JAPAN- 
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ROK MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE HELD IN SEOUL SEPTEMBER 3-4 
(REFTEL). SPEAKING TO EMBOFFS SEPTEMBER 5. MOFA NE ASIA 
DIVISION DEPUTY DIRECTOR MOCHIZUKI SAID KOREANS PRESSED FOR 
ASSURANCES IN JOINT COMMUNIQUE THAT JAPAN'S BASIC POLICIES 
TOWARD KOREAN PENINSULA WOULD NOT BE CHANGED BY SINO- 
JAPANESE PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP TREATY (PFT) AND WERE 
DELIGHTED WITH LANGUAGE ON THIS SUBJECT IN COMMUNIQUE. FOR 
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THEIR PART, JAPANESE WERE PLEASED WITH KOREAN EXPRESSION OF 
HOPE THAT SINO-JAPANESE TREATY WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO PEACE 
AND STABILITY IN EAST ASIA. THIS WAS FIRST PUBLIC OFFICIAL 
REFERENCE TO PFT BY ROK, AND MOFA APPRECIATED ITS POSITIVE 
TONE. 

2. MOCHIZUKI SAID MOFA REGRETTED HEADLINES IN JAPANESE 
PRESS REFERRING TO FONMIN SONODA'S COMMENTS AT SUNDAY S 
PLENARY SESSION ON NORTH KOREA TO EFFECT THAT JAPAN WAS 
INTERESTED IN SEEKING CONTACTS WITH DPRK. ACCORDING TO 
MOCHIZUKI, STORIES WERE RESULT OF INACCURATE BRIEFING TO 
JAPANESE PRESS BY MEMBER OF JAPANESE EMBASSY SEOUL, 

COMPOUNDED BY TYPICAL JAPANESE PRESS EMBELLISHMENT. IN 
FACT, SAID MOCHIZUKI, SONODA HAD SAID NOTHING ABOUT FUTURE 
JAPANESE CONTACTS WITH BORTH KOREA AT PLENARY SESSION, BUT 
RATHER HAD REAFFIRMED THAT JAPANESE POLICY TOWARD KOREAN 
PENINSULA WOULD NOT CHANGE IN WAKE OF PFT SIGNING. 

3. QUESTION OF TAKESHIMA/TOKTO WAS RAISED AT COUNTERPART 
MEETING BETWEEN FOREIGN MINISTERS. ACCORDING TO MOFA, BOTH 
SIDES AGREED TO SEPARATE TERRITORIAL ISSUE FROM THAT OF 
FISHERIES PROBLEM. THEY FURTHER AGREED TO HOLD "CONVERSA- 
TIONS" AT WORKING LEVEL TO INSURE "GOOD ORDER" IN SEA AROUND 
ISLANDS. IT IS JAPANESE UNDERSTANDING THAT THESE 
CONVERSATIONS WILL BE AIMED AT SMOOTHING WAY FOR JAPANESE 
FISHING WITHIN SOUTH KOREA'S 12-MILE TERRITORIAL WATERS, 
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DECLARED BY ROK LAST APRIL 30. 

4. ECONOMIC ISSUES RECEIVED LIGHT COVERAGE. MOCHIZUKI 
NOTED THAT EACH SIDE HAD CONCEDED TO THE OTHER AFTER INITIAL 
RESISTANCE ONE POINT IN COMMUNIQUE: JAPANESE ACKNOWLEDGED 
EXISTENCE OF BILATERAL TRADE IMBALANCE (A SUBJECT TO BE 
DEALT WITH MORE CONCRETELY IN BILATERAL MEETINGS ON TRADE 
ISSUES TO BE HELD TOWARD END OF THIS YEAR); KOREANS 
AFFIRMED MOVEMENT FROM GOVERNMENTAL TOWARD PRIVATE-SECTOR 
EMPHASIS IN ECONOMIC COOPERATION BETWEEN JAPAN AND ROK. 

THIS LATTER TREND IN CHARACTER OF JAPAN-ROK ECONOMIC 
RELATIONS, WHICH IN COMMUNIQUE WAS SET IN PERSPECTIVE OF 
ROK'S RECENT RAPID ECONOMIC GROWTH, WAS IMPLICIT IN JAPAN'S 
AUGUST 10 PLEDGE OF YEN 21 BILLION IN DEVELOPMENT AID TO KOREA 
FOR FISCAL 1978 (APRIL 1978-MARCH 1979). THAT AMOUNT FALLS 
SHORT OF PREVIOUS THREE FISCAL YEARS' CORRESPONDING 
COMMITMENTS WHICH HAD RANGED AROUND YEN 24 BILLION EACH. MOFA 
OFFICERS NOTED JAPANESE HAVE EARMARKED YEN 7 BILLION OF PLANNED 
FISCAL 1978 ASSISTANCE FOR HOSPITALS AND MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 
AND SAID GOJ PLANNED TO EMPHASIZE SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE IN 
FUTURE AID TO KOREA. 
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5. GOJ VIEWS ON POSSIBILITY OF PAK-FUKUDA SUMMIT WILL BE 
REPORTED SEPTEL. MANSFIELD 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MINISTERIAL MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 06 sep 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978TOKYO16032 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780362-0402 
Format: TEL 
From: TOKYO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780996/aaaadbjh.tel 

Line Count: 118 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 3e186956-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 SEOUL 7851 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1525928 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: JAPAN-ROK MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE 
TAGS: PEPR, ECON, JA, KS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/3e186956-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



